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Ercole Consalvi

Cardinaland statesman, b. iRome 8 June, 1757; d. there, 24 January,
1824.

Family

His ancestors belonged to the nofaeily of the Brunacci in Pisg one of

whom settled in the town dfoscanellan thePapal Stateabout the middle
of the seventeenth century. The grandfather of d¢hslina] Gregorio

Brunaccj inherited fromErcole Consalviof Rome a large fortune on
condition of taking the name and arms of @ensalvifamily. In this way

Gregorio BrunaccbecameVlarchese Gregorio Consalwvith residence in
Rome

Education (1766-1782)

At the age of nine, Ercole Consalvi was placedaxcbllegeof the Scolopii
or Brothers of the Pious Schoolsl&abino, where he remained from 1766 to
1771. From 1771 to 1776 he was in g@minaryof Frascati where he
finished his studies in rhetoriphilosophyandtheology it was there also
that he gained the powerful protection of tBardinal] Duke of York,
Bishopof Frascati The years from 1776 to 1782 were devoted to tilndiess
of jurisprudenceandecclesiastical historin the Academia Ecclesiastica of
Rome where he had among other professors#@seiitscholar Zaccaria

Service under Pius VI (1783-1799)

He then entered on his public career. Nameéghte chamberlaiby Pius VI

in April, 1783, in 1786 he was ma&®nente del buon governice. member
of a congregation charged with the direction of mipal affairs. Appointed
in 1787 secretary of the congregation commissioteedadminister the
Ospizio of San Michele a Ripa, in 1790 he bec&wotante di Segnaturar
member of a high court of appeals, and in 1792iobththenominationof
Uditore di Rota or member of theénigh court of justice He was made
assessoin 1796 of a military commission established Biys VI for the
purpose of preventing revolutionary disturbanced amervention of the
French Directory in th€apal Statedn this latter capacity he accomplished
his work with such tactprudence and foresight that no serious troubles
arose, which could have served as an excuse fmvasion ofRomeby the
armies of the French Republic.




Unfortunately on 28 December, 1797, the French géimaiphot was killed
in Rome he was himself largely to blame, and the eveok f@ace without
the slightest fault of the Papal Government. 8tiNas used as a pretext for
the occupation of the city. On 10 February, 1798n&al Berthier entered
Romewith an army, and five days afterwards pgapewas deprived of his
temporal sovereignty, and a Roman republic pro@ddinConsalvi, having
beenassessoof the military commission, was placed first ore thst of
those who were to be handed over to the French iGoment. He was
arrestedjmprisonedin the fortress of Sant' Angelo, sentGwitavecchiaen
route to Cayenne, FrencBuiana brought back to the castle of Sant'
Angelo, and then sent tderracina whence he was finally permitted to
repair toNaples

Consalvi thus recovered his personal liberty; beitdmsliked to remain in
Naples and wished rather to joiRius VI, who shortly after the occupation
of Rome was taken from his capital and held a captive iG@aathusian
monasterynear Florence. Having obtained permission fromNkapolitan
Government, he went by sealteghornand thence té&lorence where he
made two visits to thgope his wish to remain with the pontiff was
frustrated by the French envoy at Florence. Tow#rdsend of September,
1798, he took up his residenceManice

Service under Pius VII (1799-1823)

After the death ofPius VI at Valencein France 29 August, 1799, the
cardinalsassembled iVenice for the conclave and Consalvi was chosen
secretary by an almost unanimous vote. He hadya Elrare in securing the
electionof Cardinal ChiaramontiBishop of Imola (14 March, 1800). The
new pope Pius VIl (1800-23), soon appointed Consalvi pro-secretdry o
state; and thus Consalvi accompaniedpbpeeto Rome where they arrived

3 July, 1800. Shortly before, tip@pehad recovered possession of Hepal
States which were then partly under the controlfafstria and partly under
that ofNaples

On 11 August, 1800, Consalvi was maaedinaland appointed definitively
secretary of state. In this capacity he first endaeed to restore better
conditionsin thePapal StatedHe abolished theustomof furnishing food to
the people at low prices, introduced free tradéhavew from circulation all
depreciated money, and admitted a large numb&yaiento Government
offices. He did much to embellisRome and to make it an art-centre by
designing public promenades along the Tiber, ragjorthe ancient
monuments, and filling the museums witfatuesunearthed by excavations
made under his direction.

In his negotiations with the various courts or Goweents ofEuropehe
was ever watchful in safeguarding the intereststhaf Holy See both
temporal and spiritual, the latter especially, imiet thepopeas the head of
Christendomwas primarily concerned. In this respect he resdiean
incalculable service to religion in signing tleench ConcordatThe




negotiations commenced for that purposeévnsignorSping Archbishop

of Corinth and Father Caselli, former Superior General &f 3ervites
seemed to lag; in order not to interrupt them catgy Consalvi was sent
to Paris in June, 1801. Long and painful discussions foddwwith
Napoleon Bonapartethen First Consul of the French Republic, or his
commissioners, until finally, on the 15th of Jullye Concordatwas signed
by thepapaland the French commissioners, and afterwardsettify the
popeand the French Government.

Consalvi left immediately foRome where he arrived on the 6th of August.
With what are known as th&rganic Articles, added by the French
Government to th€oncordat Consalvi had nothing to do; on the contrary
he condemned them unequivocally as destructiveesfoncordatof which
they pretended to be commentaries. He was also ipeotn in the
negotiations that preceded the Itali@obncordat concluded with the
Cisalpine Republic on the 16th of September, 1803.

WhenNapoleonwas proclaimed emperor in 1804, Consalvi urBeds VII

to acceptBonaparte'sinvitation to crown him as the new sovereign of
Franceand during thepope'sabsence (November, 1804, to May, 1805)
Consalvi acted as his representative to the esétisfaction of his master.
When the discussions betwedxdapoleon and Pius VII commenced,
Consalvi was blamed for the refusal of tfeeto consider himself a vassal
of the French emperor. The suspicions Ndpoleonwere confided to
Cardinal Feschthen French ambassador Rdme and the dismissal of
Consalvi was insisted upon. Consahwpingto secure peace for his master,
asked repeatedly to be relieved; but only afteglbasitation did th@ope
consentto the demand. Consalvi left the secretariatetatieson 17 June,
1806, but was often consulted privately on matbéimportance.

The imperialpersecutiorof thepopereached its climax with the annexation
of thePapal State® the French Empire (20 June, 1809) and the dktoam

of the popeto Savonaduring the night of 5-6 July. Consalvi was forded
depart fromRome 10 December following; in company with Cardinal d
Pietro he journeyed tBaris where he arrived 20 February, 1810. There he
lived in retirement as much as possible, and refusgension of 30,000
francs assigned to him by the French Government.

On the occasion dflapoleon’'snarriage to the Archduchess Marie Louise of
Austria, Consalvi with twelve othetardinalsdeclined to assist at the civil
and religiousceremony held 1-2 April, 1810, though he was present at th
semi-solemn reception at Saint-Cloud, 31 March, amght also to the
Tuileries inParisfor the great reception, on 3 April. He did notslwito
appear as approving the second marriagdafoleon as long as thpope
had not pronounced on the validity of the fildapoleonwas so incensed at
his action, that he expelled him with the otkardinalsof like sentiments
from the Tuileries on 3 April, and in the first ment of passion gave orders
to have him shot. However, he modified his raslgjednt anddecreedhat
Consalvi and the twelve otheardinalsshould be deprived of thgiroperty



and of theircardinalitial dignity. From that moment theg®inces of the
Church were compelled to wear black garments, whence th@me of
"black cardinal$, and on 11 June they were all banished to varoitiess of
France Consalvi was sent tBeims it was there in his enforced retirement
that he wrote his memoirs.

Set free on 26 January, 1813, he hasten&iu® VII, then at Fontainebleau.
At his suggestion th@ope retracted (24 March) the concessions made to
Napoleonin a Brief from Savona and in a negoncordatagreed upon at
Fontainebleau; as a consequence Consalvi was ctedtrin his free
intercourse with thggpope WhenPius VI left Fontainebleau foltaly (23
January, 1814) Consalvi followed a few days aftedsaat first under a
military escort as far as Beziers. Having heardNapoleon'sabdicationin
Fontainebleau (11 April, 1814) he asked for a pagsd rejoinedPius VII

in Italy. He was at once reappointed secretary of stapapglletter written
from Foligng, 19 May, 1814.

Before taking office Consalvi went arisfor the purpose of claming from
the allied Powers oEuropethe restoration of th@apal Statesinder the
sovereignty of thepope With the same object in view he went also to
England and assisted afterwards at the Congres¥iehna (September,
1814, to June, 1815). He was successful in his tragms, and obtained
the restitution of all papalterritory such as it had been before #rench
Revolution with the exception oAvignon, Venaissin, and a small strip of
land in the legation dferrara

After his return toRome Consalvi continued to work for the welfare of the
Papal Stateand of theChurch He abolished the ancieptivilegesof the
nobility and of thepapalcities, devised a new plan of administration foe t
papalterritory, readjusted the finances, prepared a oev and criminal
code oflaws reorganized the system eflucation and provided for public
safety. He continued the elaboration of his plaostiie embellishment of
Romeand the improvement of the Campagna; he endeavoasealready
said, to makeRome a centre of art, and extended his protection &whsu
famous artists aSanovaand Thorwaldsen. At the same time he maintained
with firmness theightsand sovereignty of theope

When in 1817 th&€arbonaritried to bring about a rebellion, a few of their
leaders were prosecuted, banishedingrisoned and in 1821 &ull was
issued against these disturbers. During this pesieralconcordatsor
similar agreements were concluded with foreign Rewwith Bavariain
1817, with Prussiaand the princes of th&pper Rhinein 1821, with
Hanoverin 1823, with Victor Emmanuel obardiniain 1817, with King
Ferdinand | of the Two Sicilies in 1818. The Fre@dncordaiconcluded in
1817 with King Louis XVIII never received legal f& in France hence
that of 1801 continued iexistence




Retirement and Death (1823-1824)

The career of Consalvi came to an end with thehdeatPius VII (20
August, 1823). After his retirement his thoughtsravelevoted to the
erection of a monument &t. Peter'sn honourof his former master; only a
few months afterwards he was carried himself totdwsb in San Lorenzo,
while his heart was taken to the Pantheon. Appat@rmonuments were
erected to hisnemoryin both places.

Appreciation

Ercole Consalvi is to be regarded as one of thatgsé statesmen who has
ever served thpapalcourt; his eminent qualities were at all timesappt
during the great trials of th@apacy If not always successful in his
enterprises, it was largely because of the scadfitmeans at his disposal
and the prejudices of his age. The purity of Hes Was the more admired
because in his position he had to mingle much witlorldly society He
was devoted tavorks of charityand religion; thepoor knew him as their
friend, and in his exercises of devotion he wastrpoactual.

Finally he was very unselfish and disinterested seleved thgoopeand the
Churchloyally without looking for personal advantage. Rever asked for
a position, except for that of Uditore di Rota, @rhiappeared desirable
owing to the studies he had made and the greatriyppites it offered for
travelling during the vacation months. The manysgipensions, degacies
offered him, and at times persistently, by frienddmirers, and patrons,
were invariably declined. All in all, both for thveork he accomplished and
for his personalcharacter Consalvi is one of the puregtories of the
Churchof Rome
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